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IS AMERICA’S CIVILIZATION HEADED FOR COLLAPSE? 
   The year 2012 brought yet another “the world will end” prediction when so-called experts bombarded the world with the Mayan calendar (December 21, 2012 was to be the end of the world). As we all know, the world did not end, just as the year 2000 and the new millennium did not bring the end.

   But the Mayan civilization did cease to exist some 1,000 years ago. Research indicates the decline began around 750 A.D., continuing to decline to around 900 A.D. The “cause” may give you the reader reason to think long and hard. 

   For a society (i.e. civilization) to survive and continue, it must provide certain prerequisites: 

· basic biological needs such as food, drink, shelter and medical care; 

· provision for the production and distribution of goods and services; 

· provision for reproduction and issues relating thereto (marriage and regulations such as to children); 

· education and training to enable members of the society to become productive and make a living; 

· provide a system of laws – courts, police, diplomacy; and

· provide meaning and motivation to the members of the society/civilization. 

   The collapse of the Mayan civilization has offered researchers perhaps more of an insight into the cause than any other collapse of civilization because some Mayan written records have survived. Long and arduous study has resulted in various theories and partial reconstruction of Mayan history. The decline is attributed to over farming, warfare and disease (crop). 
   Over farming is a term used to describe planting crops without allowing the proper time that it takes soil to rebuild its nutrient supply (also known as an adequate fallow time), ultimately resulting in declining yields. Researchers theorize that Mayan society grew too fast, putting pressure on farmers to produce food faster than fresh forest land could be cleared. 
   Warfare brought on by Mayan rulers persuading the population they could control the weather and failed attempts to conquer neighboring peoples. Retaliation resulted in depletion of resources and opened up Mayan cities to attack and conquering by invaders. 

   Disease of the crop type – maize mosaic virus—most likely destroyed the Mayans’ food supply. 

   Modern-day researchers have now added a fourth theory to their list. A study published in Science magazine (2003) blames, you guessed it, CLIMATE CHANGE. A little too convenient for this skeptic, but here are some persuasive points: 

· a long period of dry climate, punctuated by three intense droughts; 

· sediments taken from a lake on the Yucatan Peninsula showed extended droughts coinciding with major cultural upheavals of the Maya people; 

· man-made effects were also found such as deforestation and soil erosion which partially refuted the “pure climate signal;” 

· evidence of three large droughts were found in the Cariarco Basin off northern Venezuela where annual titanium levels reflect annual rainfall each year, forming distinct bands that correspond to dry and wet seasons; 

· time of droughts could also be matched to downturns in Mayan culture linked by researchers to abandonment of cities or diminished stone carvings and building activity; 

· the Mayan civilization was especially susceptible to droughts due to a large percentage (95 percent) of the population centers solely dependent on “lakes, ponds and rivers containing on average an 18-month supply of water for drinking and agriculture;” and 

· the long duration of the droughts was something the Mayans had never experienced, and was on-going during the collapse.

   The Mayans were skilled astronomers and remains of their cities revealed evidence of predicting eclipses, explaining the movements of planets and devising of a sophisticated calendar of the solar year. 
   Remember the infamous Mayan calendar, the one alarmist relied on in last year’s “end of the world” predictions? It was one of three calendars the Mayan civilization used:  the Tzolk’in (the Sacred Round), the Haab and the Long Count. None could measure a solar year, the time it takes for the sun to make a complete cycle. 

   Those modern-day Mayan scholars and natives also refute the apocalyptic theories and find “no Mayan inscriptions or writings that predict the end of the world when the Great Cycle concludes.” (The Great Cycle refers to a time period used in the Mayan-designed Long Count Calendar which lasted approximately 5,125.36 years and is far too complicated to try and explain on these pages.)

   So, there are two possibilities:  The purveyor of the December 21st   end was either so uninformed as to not know of the three Mayan calendars, OR the purveyor chose to use the calendar providing the worst case scenario to gain his fifteen minutes of fame.  

   Brings to mind that cliché, “look past what you’re seeing.”

The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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